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among them a reform in the administration of state-owned estates was
introduced by Count Kiselyov, a prominent statesman. A special*
Ministry of State Realties was established as a sort of guardianship
over the state peasants; it delved into all aspects of their economj^
and social life* The peasants elected to office in the villages and ti^&
districts were subordinated to a huge staff of officials. Measures were
carried out to demarcate land boundaries, to grant allotments to peas-
ants with little land and resettle them, to set up mutual aid funds,
etc. The tsarist officials continued to oppress and plunder the peasants r
whose condition was but little improved by Kiselyov *s reforms.

The Economic Policy of Nicholas I. The development of trade
and industry was also fostered by the economic policy of Nicholas I.
While striving to preserve the dictatorship of the feudal landlords
inviolate, he was compelled at the same time to support and conciliate
the merchants and the manufacturers. This policy was dictated by
the need to improve the country's economic and financial position.
The government supported commerce and industry by protective and
prohibitive tariffs. A tariff law was introduced in 1822 prohibiting
the import of 3,110 and the export of 21 items. With slight changes
this law remained in force during the reign of Nicholas I as well.
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